
Banbury Civic Society

Vision for the
Regeneration of

Canalside





“Good urban design interprets and builds upon the historic character, the existing landscape and the

aspirations of the local communities, and arrives at a vision of what a place might become.”

Where we Live: A Guidebook to Urban Design, 2008, funded by SEEDA through South East Excellence

To achieve the potential of this new opportunity, we need a thoughtful, high quality development

that provides a sustainable and contemporary environment which draws on Banbury’s extensive

history to mark and root new developments. Banbury may be the ‘typical market town’ but it could

be a noteworthy town where individual and unique developments reflect local concern for identity –

a place of which we are proud and that we are proud to show to others.

Banbury Civic Society Canalside Working Party
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As the Oxford Canal and the River Cherwell pass through Banbury, the
canal and river corridor is clearly a fragile and historic, but sadly
neglected, area. Once at the heart of Banbury life, the combination of
river, canal, railway and road have left the area physically isolated and
vulnerable to flooding. 20th-century development has broken and
fragmented this part of Banbury and demonstrated how vulnerable the
area is to unsuitable development.

The Banbury Civic Society believes that the proposed regeneration of
the Banbury Canalside represents a major opportunity to mend past
damage and to reintegrate this neglected area back into the
mainstream of town life. The proposed regeneration must create a
coherent, vibrant, contemporary, high quality, and sustainable
environment for the benefit of Banburians and visitors alike.

The railway station provides the context for a new urban gateway and
there are ample sites within the area, and adjacent to it, for sustainable
residential development, including essential facilities and affordable
housing. The canal and its heritage context deserve respect as one of
the major sources of Banbury's historic identity and offer the potential
for a future destination of character. The historic wharves and faded
industrial areas offer opportunities for mixed-use communities,
combining housing, employment, tourism and leisure, whilst the
canal, river and their surroundings offer the potential for a green
leisure lung through the south of the town.

The Banbury Civic Society welcomes the opportunity to contribute to
public debate on the revitalisation of this key area of Banbury’s town
centre, both during the initial stakeholder discussions and through the
formal public consultation process leading up to the adoption of the
Council’s Supplementary Planning Document for the area.

In order to inform and stimulate general interest and discussion, the
Civic Society arranged two public meetings to identify issues and
concerns to Banbury residents, a guided coach trip to four
regenerating canal towns and a guided Sunday walk through the area.

The following comments are based on opinions expressed and notes
taken at these events, comments sent to the Society by the public and
discussions between the variously qualified members of the Banbury
Civic Society Canalside Working Party.

Rob Kinchin-Smith (Chair, Banbury Civic Society) - Senior Historic
Environment Consultant, RPS Planning & Development

Mo Mant (Vice Chair, Banbury Civic Society) – MSc in Historic
Building Conservation

Laurence Carey (Banbury Civic Society Built Heritage and Planning
sub-committee)

John Bell (Banbury Civic Society Transport sub-committee)

Prof. Brian Goodey – Emeritus Professor in Urban Design, Oxford
Brookes University

Michael Clews ARIBA – Director, Acanthus Clews Architects

David Finlay ARIBA  –  Director, Acanthus Clews Architects

Preface
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The Banbury Civic Society recognises the proposal as a major
opportunity to influence the revival of Banbury. We need new facilities
for the expanding local community including housing, a revival of the
key canalside artery and an area which all Banbury’s population adopts
as its own.

The aim must be to create a varied but cohesive area that reflects both
the time and place of its making: a sensitive, high quality, contemporary
environment which, in reflecting its rural and industrial past, seeks to
encourage pride and confidence in the future of Banbury. 

Sited around such an important gateway to the town, the area should
offer a distinctive world-class vision of the town to the outside world
and an active world-class new environment for all the people of
Banbury to enjoy.

To achieve this, we need a profitable and contemporary environment
that draws on Banbury’s extensive history to mark and root new
developments. Banbury may be the ‘typical market town’ but it could be
a noteworthy town, where individual and unique developments reflect
local concern for identity – a place that we are proud to show to others.

Vision

“... we must not sacrifice quality. To do so would be a false economy as all you end up with is 
places that attract crime, deter investment and harm the environment.  Places that people don't like,

or where they don't feel safe, soon become underused and under-loved and end up crying out for 
re-development.”

(World Class Places:Action Plan, Autumn 2009. Joint Foreword by Ben Bradshaw MP: Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport, and Ian Austin MP: Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government)
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Apart from being the location for
Banbury’s public gallows and a short-lived
river navigation during the Civil War, the
‘Canalside’ area comprised undeveloped,
low-lying watermeadows until the arrival
of James Brindley’s Oxford Canal in 1779
(extended to Oxford by Banbury’s John
Barnes in 1790). The arrival of the canal
gave access to cheap coal and to distant
markets for the area’s agricultural
produce. Cheap coal allowed industrial
growth and the production for the first
time of local brick. Cheap transport and a
local population of independent, non-
conformist tradesman gave rise to a new
spirit of industrial and commercial
enterprise. The arrival of the canal was the
seminal moment in the town’s
transformation from a backward market
town to a thriving centre of Victorian
industry and commerce.   

Development south of the bridge was
initially limited to two wharves close to
the bridge (Parker’s Wharf and Bridge

Wharf), serviced by fly-boats to distant
destinations and by market boats to
Oxford and Coventry. These semi-
public wharves were soon joined by
stone landings, lime kilns and small
private wharfs. All of these early wharfs
were of irregular shape, with buildings
set at 90 degrees to canal and / or set
back behind open-fronted wharfages.
Between 1840 and 1850 a thriving
community of some 300 2- and 3-storey
terraced artisan houses and pubs sprang
up along a new grid of roads formed by
Cherwell Street, Lower Cherwell Street,
Cross Cherwell Street, Upper and
Lower Windsor Streets, Windsor
Terrace and Spring Cottages.

The area became a centre of Banbury’s
engineering industry at about the same
time as the arrival of the railways in
1850. Samuelson’s Britannia Works and
Barrow & Carmichael’s Cherwell
Ironworks were built close together at
the southern end of the area. These

Historic Background and Grain
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were by far the town's largest employers throughout the second half of
the 19th Century, mass producing and supplying agricultural
implements and stationary and portable steam engines respectively to
global markets. These new industries were housed in large, regular
single-storey ranges, laid out to the same regular grid as the
contemporary residential development of Newlands, forming a
complete and self-contained industrial suburb on the edge of the town.
Bernhard Samuelson's paternalism and nationally famous concern for
workers' education ensured that the area was well provided with all
facilities at hand, including pubs, shops, churches, chapels, a police
station, the Cherwell Infants' School (now Britannia Road Day Centre)
and a well-appointed Mechanics' Institute (later Banbury Grammar
and now Banbury Library). Samuelson was Whig MP for Banbury for
much of the later 19th Century and was created a Baronet for his
services to adult education. 

This once-thriving area of Banbury declined in the first half of the
20th century, followed by widespread demolition in the 1960s and
1970s. Allocated for industrial development, the area became
dominated by unattractive sheds that soon spread to cover the vital
water meadows that still existed between the river and the canal. The
arrival of the M40 and the growth of the town eastwards rendered the
industrial area inconveniently placed. Its decline was hastened in the
1990s by its isolation behind a now much regretted inner relief road,

cutting it off from the town centre and isolating the town from its
station.   

This Vision develops a strategy for providing much- needed
facilities whilst also reintegrating the area back into the centre of
town life and resolving many long-standing town-pla nning issues
that have historically split the town in two with i ts linear barriers
of industrial development, river, canal, railway an d relief road.  

Historic Background and Grain
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Bernhard Samuelson


